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A call to resist illegitimate authority

July/August 1984

When Will American Feminism
Catch Up With its Potential
Constituency?
BARBARA EHRENREICH

The

potential strength and the current weakness of American feminism
seemed encapsulated in an event I attended last February in New Hampshire.
The occasion was a Susan B. Anthony
award dinner hosted by the YWCA,
which has become, as it has in many 'regions, something of a feminist front
group in the state. Five hundred women
filled the ballroom of a fading, roadside
motel, up from 350 last year.
They were young and old (many, in
fact, mother-daughter pairs); some
dressed in the professional woman' standard suit-and-silk blouse, others in their
cocktail party best, and a sprinkling in
country-feminist blue jeans and
sweaters. There were rousing antiReagan speeches, moving personal
testimonials, standing ovations, songs
and much embracing and moist-eyed appreciation all around. It was downhome American feminism at its best - a
movement that has succeeded in
developing a broad oppositional culture
without getting side-tracked into a subculture.
Afterwards, a few of us looked in at a
Walter Mondale rally that had been
tacked on, somewhat opportunistically,

to the main event. The draw here was
three nationally known feminsits: a vice
president of NOW, which had recently
endorsed Mondale; New York City
Council President Carol Bellamy; and
Betty Friedan. They spoke briefly, hammering away on the theme of Mondale's
electability - but they could not. fully
distract all of the 75 assembled women
from the cash bar on one side of the
room. It was a lackluster event in which
everyone seemed to accept the premise
that the women's movement was now
captive to the Democratic Party's center
and its front-running candidate - a
curiously resigned attitude, given that
women's political power has never been
greater.
For the first time since American
women achieved suffrage in _1920,
women are a recognized political force
- feared by Republicans and courted
assiduously by Democrats. Political

commentators from Kevin Phillips to
Bella Abzug agree that women could
decide the presidential election of 1984,
and that their decision will go resoundingly against Ronald Reagan.
The key to their new power is the
gender gap. In 1980, and again in the
congressional elections of 1982,
women's vote diverged from men's by
approximately 10 percentage points in
favor of the Democrats. Opinion polls
showed a parallel divergence in political
attitudes: women are more pacifist than
men,more concerned about the environment, and more supportive of government social welfare programs. Now
peace, social welfare and environment
are described as the "gender gap
issues.,, Disconcertingly, neither the
Equal Rights Amendment nor abortion
make that list. To judge from poll data
alone, American women have not on the
whole become more feminist than men;
Continued on Page Three

We Are Everywhere!
Resist:
Dear friends - cancel my pledge
of $15/month. I have been displeased
with your grants to Gay groups. I do
not equate their "struggle" with the
efforts of people in this country and
others to achieve economic and
political freedom .... What I would
have sent you for the rest of the year
has already been given to purchase
medical supplies to Nicaragua.
Dear Resist,
You may print my letter if you
wish, though I don't recall it as being
particularly enlightening ... I'd like to
see your editorial explaining how gay
rights are part of national liberation.
Not every aberration [author's italics]
that receives public calumny is a
political issue. I've been smoking a
pipe for 50 years and for the last five
years I've been treated as a leper ... is
that an issue for Resist?
Obviously not. Smoking is a habit
based on individual choice. Most gays
and lesbians do not choose their sexual identiy any more than people
choose their race or gender. Some
gays and lesbians, however, do
choose, either willfully or out of fear,
to hide their gayness. Nevertheless,
homosexuality is not a habit.
It is currently estimated that one
out of every ten people is gay or lesbian. Homosexuality crosses
economic, political and racial lines. It
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is a community of politicians, construction workers, mothers, students,
even clergy, and it is a "rainbow"
mix of blacks, whites, Asians,
Latinos and other national groups.
Regardless of their backgrounds, the
members of this community constantly face the threat of loss of job or
loss of the support of their family
and friends; the right to keep and
raise their children and the right to
live and work without physical threat
are also in jeopardy. For this reason,
many gay men and lesbians choose to
remain silent, or "in the closet,"
about their gayness. Some live in the
"straight" world by day and only feel
comfortable with their sexual identity
in their own homes or with their
lovers.
Some open gays are civil rights activists - fighting for legislation that
will prevent discrimination based on
sexual identity and extending those
rights and protections under law that
are being denied to many in their
community. And there are many,
many lesbians and gay men working
within the larger movement for peace
and justice. They are organizing in international solidarity work, within the
disarmament movement and in the
feminist and anti-racist movements.
To quote a frequently used phrase in
gay liberation literature, "We are
everywhere!" But lesbian and gay
liberation, as with other progr_essive
movements, extends beyond merely
fighting for its "own" civil rights. It
means working to create a society
that will not tolerate sexism, racism,
and imperialism - as well as
homophobia. In short, the construction of a world where all can live and love - in harmony and open-:ness.
The New Right, in its attack on
women and homosexuals, has given
the movements for peace and justice
a clear example of how our interests
and concerns are intertwined. Sadly,
this is not a new phenomenom. How
many peace activists have heard
"Commie," "Jew," or "queer,"
shouted at them in demonstrations or
in other political work? The Moral
Majority, the KKK, and other forces
of the Right, in seeking to discredit
and splinter our movement, begin
their attack on the most vulnerable
Resist Newsletter

groups - but their game plan is
much more ambitious. Thus, in Nazi
Germany, Hitler began with
homosexuals and the Left and moved
to the mass extermination of Jews.
All three groups rode the cattle cars
together to the gas chambers. Gays
were forced to wear pink triangles in
the same way Jews were labelled with
the Star of David. Some of the allied
liberation forces even went so far as
to leave gays behind in some camps
once they understood the significance
of the pink triangle. People are able
to renounce their political identity,
but it is impossible to deny your identity as a Jew, black or homosexual.
Our destinies are already inextricably
linked by those who fear change and
whose bigoted world view is wealthy,
white, male, heterosexual and intolerant
of all who are not. Will our struggles
for peace and justice ever succeed if we
decide that only "certain" people can be
part of the struggle? Who decides which
issues are important? A movement for
social change can only succeed if it
recognizes and seeks to overcome all
forms of oppression. It must respond to
the day to day realities of those who
cannot live in this world without fear of
persecution for their racial, religious,
political or sexual identity.
•
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Continued from Page One
they have moved to the left of men.
An American exception

This development is not only
historically unique for the U.S. It is
unique internationally. In the United
Kingdom and Europe, there has traditionally been what we could label a
"reverse gender gap" - women have
voted more conservatively than men,
especially where there is a Christian
Democratic Party to vote for. In Europe
women have become more liberal in recent years, so that the "reverse gender
gap" is closing. But nowhere except in
the U.S., as far as I can discover, have
women actually moved to the left of
men. Here we seem to have a genuine
case of American exceptionalism; and if
no one has so far noted this in the
volumes of commentary on the gender
gap, it is because of our equally exceptional provincialism.
Explanations for the gender gap
usually contain the following ingredients, in varying proportions:
"feminine values," such as nurturance
and compassion, which are believed to
predispose women to a peaceable and
welfare-statish political stance; the rapid
influx of women into the workforce,
especially in the '70s; the rise in the
number of women who are single heads
of households; Ronald Reagan; and
feminism itself. Obviously, feminine
values do not explain much by themselves, since they should have been just
as strong in 1960 and in 1980 and should
be as compelling in Italy as in the U.S.
So the usual line of reasoning is that
feminine values have somehow been activated or de-repressed as women have
gained a measure of independence from
men.
The transition from the supermarket
to the labor market has, unquestionably, been an eye-opening one. Most
working women are concentrated in
stereotypically female occupations that
do not pay enough to support a family
or even a fairly a -~tic individual. Meanwhile, more than nine million American
women are the sole support of their
families (up by 100 percent since 1970),
and under conditions that have been
made all the more difficult by
Reaganomics. The American welfare
state, which was always shamefully inadequate by European standards, has
been savaged by cutbacks. The capital
offensive against labor in the workplace
is in full swing - and these are surely
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radicalizing conditions for anyone who
must go home at night to feed her
children. To emphasize these developments' importance, polls find the most
"liberal" women, statistically speaking,
are unmarried, employed and/ or black
or Hispanic.
How much feminism itself has had to
do with the creation of the gender gap is
hard to say. Naturally, we would like to
take credit for it, and the threat of the
gender gap has been used by feminists to
bludgeon Congress into voting for child
support enforcement legislation and a
modicum of public sector job creation
for women, among other worthy things.
Similarly, it is the gender gap, rather
than any innate chivalry or conscience,
that has impelled the Democratic
presidential candidates to state their
willingness to consider female running
mates and to promise undying support
for the ERA.
But if feminists invoke the gender gap
to achieve feminist aims, they cannot
easily claim that the gap represents the
emergence of an explicitly feminist mass
constituency. The time is right - the
gender gap follows on the feminist revival of the '60s and '70s (whereas the winning of the vote in 1920 coincided with
the death of the earlier feminist move-
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ment). But the issues - peace and social
spending rather than the ERA - are
not.
My own interpretation is that the
agregate gender gap has more to do with
the proletarianization of women under
the current adverse conditions than it
does with feminist ideology. It is poor
women, and most strikingly, poor,
single, working women, who account
for much of the aggregate gap, and
feminism - despite all our efforts - is
still largely a middle-class movement
and ideology. But if feminism cannot
take credit for the aggregate gap, it
probably can take credit for the "elite
gap" - the difference between college
educated, and presumably middle-class,
men and women. In the 1980 election the
"elite gap" was greater than the gap at
any other socio-economic level: 17
percentage points, or more than twice
the national average (i.e., 58 percent of
male college graduates chose Reagan,
compared with 41 percent of comparable women voters).
Of course, economic determinism
could be at work even among the
''elite'': college-graduate women are
much less likely than men to actually be
middle class, especially on the strength
of their own earnings. But I would not
Continued on next page
Page Three

Continued from Page Three
discount the effect of feminism as a
liberal, or social-democratic, ideology,
and here again an element of American
exceptionalism comes into play. In the
absence of labor party or significant
socialist political presence, the women's
movement has been a major carrier of
social democratic values throughout the
'70s and '80s. For example, at one of the
most important feminist events of the
'70s - the federally-sponsored First National Women's Conference in Houston
in 1977 - women voted for a program
of reforms that, with the deletion of
gender references, could have been
taken for the platform of a European
socialist party. The program was entirely ignored by President Carter, but the
"spirit of Houston" is, if anything,
stronger than ever. American feminism
may be ''bourgeois,'' ''individualistic''
and all the other things its left-wing
detractors have said about it, but it is
also a powerful force on the left - and
all the more so since the arrival of
Reagan and his New Right, anti-feminist
shock troops.
Class treason.
If I am right about the role of
feminism in creating the "elite gap,"
one could say that feminism has acted to
alienate relatively privileged women
from their own class interest: from the
pro-business, pro-Cold War interests of
the men of their class. Of course this is
not universal; many young women have
been inspired by feminism to elbow their
way into Wall Street law firms and highpaying medical fields, and it is not clear
whether feminist, or even "feminine"
values can survive in these settings. But
the new tendency of women to identify
themselves as Democrats is striking, as is
the growing disaffection of many highplaced Republican women. For examu..
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pie, National Women's Political Caucus
President Kathy Wilson, who is in the
increasingly oxymoronic position of being a Republican feminist, has called the
president a "danger," and former
Reagan functionruy Barbara Honegger
has been campaigning as a feminist for
Jesse Jackson. These are laudable cases
of class treason, inspired not only by the
male beligerence of the president, but by
the strength of feminism as an inter-class
ideology that potentially links even
upper-class women with the most oppressed of their sisters.
If the "elite gap" is a measure of the
present constituency for feminism, then
it seems to me that the aggregate gap is a
measure of the possible constituency for
feminism. Women are voting differently
from men in no small part because they
are less likely to be tied to men by financial dependency. They do not experience
the "privilege," so often invoked by
Phyllis Schlafly, .o f being full-time
housewives. They face male authority,
and blatant sexism, in its public forms
- at work and in the crumbling institutions of the welfare state. Surely these
are the ''material conditions'' for at
least a proto-feminist, as well as a protosocialist, kind of consciousness.
But who is going to articulate this consciousness and help it find a more
forceful expression than that offered by
the current leadership of the Democratic
Party? Probably not the women's movement's mainstream national leadership,
not only because their approach to
politics has become increasingly ''professional'' and detached from grassroots
mobilization, but also because their
premiere issues - the ERA and a
woman vice president - are, for many
women, somewhat remote and symbolic.
The best hope, it seems to me, is for
the re-emergence of socialist-feminism,
not as an organizationally separate
tendency, but as a political spirit infusing - and bringing together - the
women's movement and the various
pieces of the left. Liberal feminist, to use
Juliet Mitchell's old categories, has been
the defining core of American feminism.

It gave feminism legitimacy in a country
that lacks a sturdy radical tradition, and
it has been able to involve and unite
women across class and party lines. But
it can no longer keep up with its own
constituency, potential and acutal.
When women move to the left, so must
feminism.

Barbara Ehrenreich is co-chair of
Democratic Socialists of America.
This article was reprinted with permission from In These Times.

The Resist Pledge System
The most important source of Resist's
income is monthly pledges. Pledges
help us plan ahead by guaranteeing us
a minimum monthly income. In turn,
pledges receive a monthly reminder letter (in addition to the newsletter) which
contains news of recent grants and
other Resist activities. So take the
plunge and become a Resist pledge!
Yes, I would like to pledge $
monthly to the work of Resist.
Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
Address _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __
City _ _ _ State __ Zip _ _ __
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Parenting in the Nuclear Age
Watermelons Not War: A Support
Book for Parenting in the Nuclear
Age. By Kate Cloud, Ellie Deegan,
Alice Evans, Hayat Iman and Barbara
Singer of the Nuclear Education Project. Afterward by Dr. Helen
Caldicott. 162 pages. New Society
Publishers. Paperback $9.95.
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KEN TANGVIK
"Something 's wrong with the air. My
mommy told me it could kill me. " Six year old Hershey, Harrisburg
Pennsylvania. N. Y. Times, April J6,
1979.

In 1979, shortly after the near
meltdown at Three Mile Island, five
mothers with diverse backgrounds some single parents, one physically
handicapped, and one from
Bangladesh - began meeting in the
Boston area to support each other in
discussions centered around the
nuclear age and how it affects their
children's lives. The women were
outraged over nuclear acccidents, the
release of radiation, chemical waste
dumps and children plaving in radioactive rubble. One of them stated: ''I
can no longer pretend that it doesn't
matter because it hasn't happened to
me." Initially motivated by fear and
parental love, the group continued to
meet and evolved into a writing collective that recently published a book entitled Watermelons, Not War, a timely,
refreshing and significant contribution
to the movement for peace and justice.
The book chronicles a political and
emotional process of empowerment
that the women shared over a five year
period. As the process began to unfold
they found that "one of the most
revolutionary actions we could take
was to stop trusting the leaders who defend the system and start believing our
own perceptions." They began to form
their own perceptions based on intense
discussions among themselves, sensitive dialogue with their children and
through a careful study of the issues.
By moving from anger, fear and
#167

despair to action and hope, the book
parallels the development of the parent
group. Gradually, by confronting the
issues of nuclear power and nuclear
weapons, they began to realize that
they were dealing with a ''life-denying
system of profit and power held in
place by violence and intimidations.''
Throughout the book are dialogues
between the writers and their children
that provide an honest intimacy that
deals with all of the hard questions that
children ask their parents. The following example is a dialogue between a 10
year old girl and her mother:
Barbara (mother): What about you Karen?
Karen: I'm not going to have any children.
Barbara: Why?
Karen: Even if I live to die a gentle death, I
don't think my children could, so I'm not
going to have any.
Barbara: What do you mean?
Karen: You know, there'll be a war with
nuclear bombs, or too much pollution.
Barbara: I don't think so. So many people
are working to change that.
Karen: Well, I don't think they'll be
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enough, or be able to to do it in time.
Barbara: How do you feel about that?
Karen: Sad.

Another 3rd grader is quoted:
In Boston there is going to be a war and
there is going to be fire coming to earth.
And from the sky a bomb is coming to
earth. And the earth is going to split open.
And fire is going to come down to earth.
And my mother heard it on the radio and
she told me and I heard it.

Other questions the children ask are:
Why do people fight? What would
happen if there was a nuclear war and
you were killed and I was the only one
left? What are you going to do if there
is a nuclear war? Is there a safe place to
go? What would happen if there was a
neutron bomb dropped on us? Why do
we hate the Russians? The authors
don't claim to have the "correct"
answers to these questions but from
their own experience they suggest different approaches that parents can take
to address these questions.

Continued on next page
Page Five

Continued from Page Five
Two major themes appear throughout
the collection of essays, dialogues,
dreams, quotes and visions that are
1woven through the pages: nuclear
:weapons are ony a part of a larger
system of destruction and exploitation
and collective political action is the only
hope that we have in confronting this
system.
The authors state:
"As difficult as it is sometimes, we
must continue to uncover the relationships between nuclear weapons,
nuclear power, environmental destruction and the social cancers of racism,
sexism and class exploitation. These
connections are like pieces of a complex puzzle. The meaning of the puzzle
becomes clearer and clearer as more
connections are made. The closer we
come to the solution, the closer we are
to the powerful solidarity we need to
build lasting peace and security.''

This analysis is particularly important
due to the fact that many of those in
the nuclear freeze movement continue
to refuse to address any of the other
issues in the progressive agenda.
Through a brief historical analysis,
the women show how the United States
became powerful and rich through
violence and intimidation. They look
at the genocide of Native Americans,
the slave trade, the crushing exploitation of the industrial revolution, the
ongoing domination of Third World
countries and how the U.S. continues
to bully the world by its life-threatening nuclear weapons. The writers also
take a job at the rampant consumerism

that permeates our society, causes
alienation, and supports the mentality
that produces nuclear weapons in order
to preserve "our" oil, "our" way of
life and "our" interests.
The call of the authors for collective
political action is strengthened by the
fact that the group is a living example
of "non-experts" who overcame many
layers of barriers by refusing to accept
the twisted logic of greed and domination and by believing and trusting in
themselves. Although they advocate
political action, they believe that
positive action can take a variety of
forms and that it is up to each person
to decide how to respond.
Their call for honest communication
between parents and children is
strengthened by the revealing dialogues
that are generously shared with the
reader. Over and over again the
authors found that the most honest
and effective way to deal with their
children's fears was to let them know
that even though the leaders of the
country were building more and more
murderous weapons, there was a
powerful movement of people who
were working to create a change to this
madness. The mothers found that their
children were comforted to know that
this movement existed and that they
could be a part of it. Depending on the
child and his/her age, the mothers
found that involving their children in
activities such as letter writing, discussions, drawing, petititioning and participating in rallies created a sense of
security, hope and optimism for the

children as well as the parents. This is
particularly important as a recent study
by Dr. John Mack, a Pulitzer prizewinning professor of psychiatry at
Harvard Medical School concluded:

Continued on next page

MAKE
YOUR
COMMUNITY
A NUCLEAR
FREE ZONE

Organizing
Resources And
Assistance
Available
Toward a Nuclear Free
Future
A comprehensive 44-page guide to
designing a Nuclear Free Zone campaign in your community ($5 each,
$3 each for 10 or more) Also
available: Uncovering the Nuclear
Industry: A Research Guide ($2
each, $1.50 each for 10 or more) and
Nuclear Free 7A>ne Informati.on
Packet ($3 each, $2.50 each for 10

or more). For help in starting a NFZ
campaign and/or to order resources,
contact:

mobilization

FOR SURVIVAL
853 Broadway, 2109B
New York, N .Y. 10003
(212) 533-0008

Page Six

Resist Newsletter

July / August 1984

Continued from Page Six
We may be seeing that growing up in a
world dominated by the threat of imminent nuclear destruction is having an
impact on the structure of the personality itself... It seems that these
young people are growing up without
the ability to form stable ideas, or the
sense of continuity upon which the
development of stable personality
structure and the formation of serviceable ideals depend. We may find
that we are raising generations of
young people without a basis for making long-term commitments, who are
given over, of necessity, to doctrines of
impulsiveness and immediacy in their
personal relationships or choice of
behaviors and activity. At the very
least, these young people need an opportunity to learn about and participate in decisions on matters which
affect their lives so critically.

It is clear that the authors of this book
believe that only through honest communication, sensitivity, and political
action can we overcome the alienation,
despair and apathy that cloud our
outlook of the future.
Although Watermelons focuses on
parent/child relations, it is also a
primer on nuclear weapons, nuclear
energy and alternative lifestyles and
energy technologies. It provides a list
of more than 40 organizations that are
working for peace and justice and an
annotated bibliography of 135 books
for adults and children as well.
But Watermelon's greatest strength
and most important contribution to the
movement is that it takes a hard critical
look at the roots of our society's problems in a non-rhetorical, nonacademic and non-threatening way.
The authors state in the introduction:

to think deeply about the issues as they
relate to themselves and their children
and will be exposed to ideas that are
conspicuously absent from the main
stream media.
It's difficult to say whether or not
this book will be a best-seller, but it
certainly has the potential. An afterward by Dr. Helen Caldicott and a
long supportive quote by Dr. Benjamin
Spock on the cover will obviously help
as will some recent reviews by local
newspapers. Publishers have informed
the writers that orders are pouring in
from all over the country as well as
from Australia, New Zealand and
England. Some bookstores in California, New York and Boston have
already sold out and reordered.
Hopefully, movement people will help
get the book around as it represents
major victory for parents and movement people everywhere.

Ken Tangvik is a Resist staffperson.
Kate Cloud, one of the authors of
Watermelons, is a member of the
Resist board. Two years ago Resist
provided a grant for initial support for
the production of this book.

New Board Members

Resist is pleased to announce that two
new members have been added to our
board. They are Tess Ewing and Rene
Valle. Tess is a school bus driver and
President of the United Steel Workers
Local 8751 in Boston and has a long
history of activisim in Boston, beginning with a community organizing project in Roxbury during the 1960's. She
has also been involved in the anti-war
movement, in early women's liberation
and gay movements, and in tenant and
community organizing in the 1970's.
Rene is a Salvadoran activist who is
currently a staff person at Casa El
Salvador-Farabundo Marti in Cambridge, Massachusetts. He has traveled
throughout the United States creating a
link between the FDR/FMLN,
Salvadorans living in the U.S., and the
solidarity movement groups.

''The political ideas and action suggestions we present reflect our own beliefs
about power and responsibility. Not
everyone will agree with our analysis or
emphasis and we welcome your
criticisms. We offer our point of view
not as THE ANSWER, but as our contribution to the dialogue."

Anyone, no matter where they live,
could feel comfortable and confident
about giving this book to their nextdoor neighbor, their apolitical brother
or their conservative aunt, especially if
they had children. They may not agree
with everything but they will be moved

R. Burger/cpf
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R.I. Nicaragua Working Group, 136
W. Clifford St., Providence, RI
02907
NWG is made up of several
political activists who volunteered on
the coffee and cotton brigades this
winter in Nicaragua. Since their
return they have adopted several
goals; education through leafletting,
presentations, slide shows, radio and
cable talk shows, and newspaper articles; fundraising through mailings,
movies, concerts; coffee sales and
distribution to raise funds, provide a
market for Nicaraguan coffee, and
encourage a politically aware public.
The NWG plans to sell coffee at
events that they sponsor, encourage
coffee distribution through churches,
clubs etc., and convince businesses in
Rhode Island to s_ell Nicaraguan coffee. Through these activities they
hope to raise significant material aid
for Nicaragua:, recruit people to
volunteer in next year's brigades,
educate the general public about U.S.
foreign policies and have an impact
on members of the Rhode Island congressional delegation. Resist's grant
of $350 paid for the production costs
of a four-page leaflet, a mailing, and
the expenses of reproducing their
slide show.
National Alliance Against Racist and
Political Repression, 27 Union Square
West Room 306 NY, NY 10003.
Recently the NAARPR produced
High Stakes in Morenci, a 25 minute
video program intended to educate
the general public and organize support for the members and families of
the thirteen unions on strike at the
Phelps-Dodge mines in Arizona.
Blending interview footage of striking
miners with visual material of the
town, confrontations between strikers
and scabs, and the presence of
soldiers from the National Guard, the
program reveals the key issues of the
strike: the major concessions in
wages, health and medical benefits,
vacation pay, and work rules
demanded by the company, PhelpsDodge ownership and control over
most aspects of the town's life, the
brutal use of the state police and the
National Guard to suppress the
strikers and keep the mines open with
the use of scabs, and the spirit and
solidarity of the community in the
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face of these hardships. The video
analyzes how this strike is one more
step in a series of attacks on labor in
this country since the election of
Ronald Reagan as President and that
it is important for the labor movement to win this strike in order to
stem these increasing attacks. The
strikers in Morenci call for help from
fell ow labor union and working people in this country so they can stay on
the picket line and win this strike;
help in the form of cash donations,
food, and political pressure on elected
officials across the country. The
video tape can be used as a major
educational and organizing tool to inform people of the conditions in
Morenci and the need for solidarity
among all workers, employed and
unemployed, who are being pitted
against one another as corporations
gamble on higher profits. Resist's
grant of $400 paid for the duplication
costs and distribution of the video.
Those interested in obtaining a copy
of the video can contact the Alliance
at 212-243-8555.

City-Life/Vida Urbana, 670 Centre
St. Jamaica Plain, MA 02130
City-Life/Vida Urbana is in its
10th year as a grassroots community
organization doing organizing in the
working class neighborhoods of
Jamaica Plain, Dorchester, Roxbury,
and Mattapan. They have fought for
tenants' rights and for more lowincome rental housing; for the rights
of low-wage workers; and for safety
for women at home and in the
streets. They've stressed the importance of working class and people of
color becoming active in their
organization and in the larger struggle
to expand the supply of affordable
housing in Boston. In helping people
form tenant unions to fight unjust
evictions and rent increases, they've
come in contact with many individuals and groups willing to work
together to build a movement to prevent neighborhood destruction and
press the city to regard affordable
housing as a priority. City-Life has
been particularly successful in connecting local issues with national and international issues through the publication of their bilingual newspaper that
has a circulation of 16,000. An in-
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creasing concern in their organizing
work is the need for education.
Recently they produced two
slide/tape shows for educational purposes. One, called ''Get Up, Stand
Up, Housing is Your Right", details
their past housing struggles and offers
strategies for the future. The
Women's Committee of City-Life
produced a slide show about violence
against women which provides an
analysis of the ways in which violence
is institutionalized in our society. It
has been shown to consciousnessraising groups of women in housing
projects, and at shelters for battered
women. With a growing demand for
viewing these slide shows, City-Life
needed a reliable slide projector and
audio component. Resist's grant of
$475 paid for this equipment.

Other Recent Grants
Tennesse COSH, 705 N. Broadway
Rm. 212 Knoxville, TN 37917
CASA Salvador-Farabundo Marti
P.O. Box 1769, Madison Sq. Sta.,
NY, NY 10159
Peace and Justice Youth Project,
1800 55th Av. Oakland, CA 94621
Gay Community News, 167 Tremont
St. 5th Fl. Boston, MA 02111
National Conference on Registration
and the Draft, 251 Second Ave. S.F.,
CA 94122

July / August 1984

